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All of our partner schools serve the needs of children of Burmese migrant workers and people driven across the border by
repression, conflict and economic hardship in Burma/Myaar. In addition, some of the children have crossed the border
unaccompanied. Some are orphaned. Although some schools may be inspired by Buddhist beliefs and others by Christian or
Muslim beliefs, all open their doors to children of all religions aethnicities. Funding for the schools has come from a variety of
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numerous foundations, churcbased organizations and privatdonations. During the last several years, much of this funding has
simply disappeared and presently, many schools are at risk of closiBgme are refusing new students because of their
diminished capacity. All of the schools face constant difficultieinding sufficient funds to carry on with their work and
appreciate all donations.

The Boarding High School for Orphans and Helpk¥sath (BHSOHhoved to a new location in the countryside outside Mae

Pa, a smalkommunity north of Mae Sot fivgears @o. It was created in 1993 by U Khaing Oo Maung, Burmese educator, along
with other teachers who had fled to Thailand from Burma/Myanmar because of the persecution against democracy activists in the
country. Since that time, in addition to meeting edtional needs of migrant children, it has boarded and cared for orphans and
neglected children. Thus the responsibilities of the school include not only teaching but also providing food shelieg, cloth
medicines and other essentials of life. Educatainthe BHSOH includes both primary and middle/high school instruction in
Mathematics, Burmese, Geography, English, Thai and General Science. One of its challenges is to find educational options
students who have outgrown it. Several years ago it fegar -a 8 & G LINPIANF Y G2 LINBLI NB 2t RS
programs. It now has added a Kor Sor Nor (Nonformal Education) program to help students transition into the Thai educatic
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children 30 of whom live at the schoolts work is overseen by a School Management Committee, and its core funding presently
O02YS8a FTNRY / KAf RQ& 5 NBrthe laktydarthe Pathy Bamilg Kdunbatiéh2algc?pkbiided some emergency
assistancelts funding is secure for the 202916 year, but the school committee is struggling to find loAgem solutions.

School founder Whaing Oo Maung with Lunchtime! 15y & i MSEP volunteer with students
principal Naw Naw and school manager Yawla B
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Hsa Thoo Ley Secondary Learning Centre and Orphaisaiteated on tte outskirts of Mae Sot. It was started in 1999 as a
school for children of migrant workers under the umbrella of BMWEC (Burmese Migrant Workers Education Committee). The
founder and director, Naw Paw Ray, also the Chairwoman of the BMWEC, is a Karenwmianiead fled the violence in Karen

State, sought refuge in Thailand and became a leader in promoting education of displaced children. At the beginninglthadchoo
only 25 students.In 2002, 30 orphans and abandoned children from areas of interndbdisment inside Burma came to the

school, which then became also an orphanage. Since then, hundreds of such children, often unaccompanied, have crossed the Th
Burmese border, in search of a safe place and an education. In 2006, funding from a Canadisand two European NGOs

enabled the organizers to purchase property and build a large, fairly modern school and adjacent dormitory facility.odlhe sch
O2ylGAydzSa (2 3INRsd LG y2¢ -$choal pRiag Ang Seondary) ardtisnipie MEnD00ckilddeh 2 2 f & ¢
attending (300 in the secondary program) and a large teaching staff. It has an administrative building and housingdbtleme
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working with the Myanmar Department of Education as well as the Thai government and has developed a program to prepare olde
students to take matriculation examinations in Myanmar.

Headmistress Hsa Eh with Naw Paw Ray Students doing traditional dance

Preparationfor Burmesenatriculation exams A library of donated books
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Hle Bee Learning Centie Mae Sot was started {999 by headmistress Naw Tha Zin Htay Naing, a Mon woman who taught for
many years in Burma. Initially it consisted of 20 students in a room of her house. Over the years the school contiraweddo gr

that Hle Bee now has a number of sizable buildiagsut 300 students in primary grades (to grade 6) and 14 teachers. It has had to
adapt and rebuild in the last years as some of its land was reclaimed by a Thai owner and school buildings were detteoyed in
process. Burmese, English, mathematics, gagiy, history, science, Thai are all taught at the school. The school has also acquired
sewing machines so that some of the children can learn to sew. Most school funding comes through the BMWEC from individual
donors. The school faces many challende2012, MSEP helped it buy a truck so that students would no longer have to be
transported toschool by tuc tucOne of our volunteers initiated both a garden projéshown herelnd a recycling pregt.

Naw 'I:ha Zin,chool founder and headistress
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A Note on Migrant Education
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programs in order to meet the needs of older youth. The schools vary considerably in size and in availablestdsatirclepending on funding
from foreign donors, networking within the educational community, etc.

Over the last eight years, Burmese educators have tried to standardize curriculum so that children moving from one sclatlottdave similan
experiences. Inevitably, this standardization relies heavily on use of the traditional Burmese curriculum. At the same titreyeremlapted their
curriculum to meet the Thai Ministry of Education requirement that they offer Thai language with the resutthittien often study three and
sometimes four (Burmese, Karen, Thai and English) languages. Finally, conscious of the inadequacy of traditional Buatiesdcetheet the
needs of people living in a 2Tentury democratic society, educators have atiged to integrate critical thinking pedagogy into different subject
areas leading to development of curricula for new subject areas such as environment studies, social studies, and Butreskistalty and
politics. Traditional disciplines such aagaage, math, art, and natural sciences are also taught. Teaching in all subject areas depends on the
availability of trained teachers and materials both of which are always in short supply. Schools rely heavily on volactees te fill gaps in the
curriculum. World Education has been instrumental in developing a primary school curriculum and in providing teacher tganc@@012 wher
discussion of possible return to Burma for at least some students began, there hasstxencollaboration withlte Myanmar Ministry of
Education andyreat interestin the migrant education community y aGNBYy IGKSyAy3 2f RSNJ a0 dzRSydaQ | oA
therefore inoffering Burmesematriculation exams. At the same time, for those who seértheure in Thailand, efforts are being made to provigde
children with the language and general knowledge needed to gain access to the Thai educational system. Funding isfae#itete tooth these
efforts.




Parami Learning Centrie its early @ys, wadocated in a large house with separats
rooms for the different gradesand some classetsiught in outdoor classroomsin
2010a new property was rented anthe school has been growing ever sineéth
multiple buildings on a large piece of lamdrealizing he deam of the school
organizersto make the school selustaining through development of a gardenin
and fish pad project and to build a vocational education program for students w
have outgrown the levels currently offereth recent yars it has also started a Ko
Sor Nor (Thai nonformal education) progradnumber of donors hav&nded the
new school building, and Help without Frontierf@HWF)provides partial funding for

operational costs (including transportation and salaries forcheas). There are = )
about 675students ranging in age from 4 to 15 years of agd 30 teachersThe school ~MSEP volunteers with school organizers
teaches the following disciplines: Engliflurmese, Thai, Math, sciencgeography Htwe Nge, MinLwin and July Moe
andtraditional Karen dancing. It currently ustee Thai curriculum for English, Thai and science classes in the hope of becoming a
recognized school by the Thai governmeHbwever, it is developing a nonformal education progrbased on the Myanmar
curriculum. Parami has offered come vocational education sucivelsing and sewing and has a Montessori program forgmteool
children.55 children live at the school becausédifficult family situations. Many teachers also stayhe school.

Thedormitory for boarding students - The garden project The fish pond

The Montessoriadom R | The library A typical class



